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the suburbs for inner-city life
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A growing number of Melburnians have given up the daily commute to
work.Photo: Eddie Jim

Roads are clogged, trains are packed, trams are slow and bikes are
dangerous. Getting to work in Melbourne has, for many, become a
logistical nightmare that requires stress management before work and
after.
But some buyers have given up the battle and bought properties that
allow them to walk to work – and they stroll, briefcase in hand, along the
Yarra or across the Flagstaff or Fitzroy gardens. The Walk to Work
brigade eyes properties about 1000 steps from Hoddle’s grid and many
have traded space for proximity.
Paul Osborne, founder of Secret Agent buyers’ advocates says buyers
making the leap from the outer suburbs don’t up sticks just to be 10
kilometres closer to the city. “They want to be within walking distance of
work in the city and if they can get away without a car they will.”

South Wharf

He says many buyers from the outer suburbs trying to move to within one
kilometre of the city are just “over it”. “They’ve bought into the Great
Australian Dream with the quarter-acre block and the free-standing
house but the congestion of trying to get to work wears them down. They
think ‘if I can save two and a half hours a day, I will’.”
Urban economist with SGS planners Terry Rawnsley says this trend is
only likely to continue as residents of poorly serviced outer suburbs
move, however they can, towards areas where the jobs and
infrastructure are.
‘People have a fixed ‘travel budget’ and that is, generally, 30 minutes
to work and 30 minutes to home.’
Urban economist Terry Rawnsley

He says Melbourne’s new housing has developed in the west and north
in the past decade but jobs are in the inner-city and east – and that
disconnect exacerbates the city’s travel problems. “Big cities around the
world show people have a ﬁxed ‘travel budget’ and that is, generally, 30
minutes to work and 30 minutes to home. When it reaches more than
that, people make choices about housing.”
Mr Rawnsley, the author of a 250-page report on the city’s infrastructure
needs, says Melbourne is experiencing a generational shift with more
people willing to live in 75 or 110 square metre city-edge apartments
rather than living further out in a larger property.
The maturing of this generational shift, particularly around Docklands and
Southbank, has been delayed partly because of the lack of schools, he
says. “There are now a couple of thousand kids living in Southbank but
the Department of Education has been caught a bit ﬂat-footed on this.”

Inner-north Jellis Craig agent Sam Rigopoulos says what people want is
immediacy. “We are seeing a steady migration of people coming in.
Buyers who are out the Eastern Freeway at Doncaster, for instance, want
to come right in.”
He says three-bedroom residences are hard to ﬁnd in the inner north but,
depending on quality and position, they range from $600,000 to $1.5
million.
Mr Rigopoulos says living close to the life buyers want to live is a key
trend in real estate now. “I did the same myself; I bought right next to my
ofﬁce. If I didn’t need a car to go to appointments, I wouldn’t have one. I
could walk everywhere.”

The 1000-step commute.
Southbank: Three-bedroom, two-bathroom residences are
available from about $800,000. Look in early Central Equity
developments around Wells and Miles streets.
North Melbourne: Stock levels are low. Median house price
is $1.25 million but apartments are available for less than
$700,000.
East Melbourne: The median house price is almost $2
million but apartments are available from $500,000-$1
million. Look along Wellington Parade South.
Docklands: Lack of supply is not an issue here. Apartments
available at all price points.
Carlton: Supply is low. For buyers with less than $1 million,
apartments are the only option.

Bye, bye frustration

Damian White is relishing life in Docklands. Picture: Vince Caligiuri
When Damian White moved from Sydney to Melbourne four years ago,
he wasn’t sure where he wanted to live. All he knew was he didn’t want
to repeat the 90-minute each way commute he had endured in New
South Wales.
“I didn’t want to throw away 10 per cent of my day any more.”
He checked out Prahran, Yarraville and South Yarra and eventually
settled on an apartment in Victoria Harbour after ignoring one friend’s
ﬁrm advice of “whatever you do, don’t live in Docklands”.
Now living in the Convesso building in Waterside Place, near the bottom
of Bourke Street, the NAB worker walks to work each day. His workmates
arrive with “war stories” of train delays, trouble on the West Gate Bridge
and a crawl on the Tullamarine freeway.
“I remain blissfully ignorant of all this. My biggest issue is whether I get
the lights at Harbour Esplanade. If I don’t, it could add two and a half
minutes to my 10-minute walk.”
Sometimes he works at home for the morning and goes into the ofﬁce in
the afternoon. “I see people in suits coming home for lunch or walking
their dog in their lunch hour.”
Mr White is a regular user of Docklands’ library and is a big fan of the
area. “I tell my friends it is an emerging area; it’s one good coffee shop
away from taking off.”

Cover property

60 South Wharf Drive, Docklands
$6.7 million
A house by the water and walking distance to all of the city’s ofﬁces is a
rare thing indeed. Docklands is much maligned for its apartments but

there is a tiny patch on the south-western end where some quite grand
houses have been built – and they come with their own marina berth and
wonderful views.
This four-level four-bedroom house has its face towards the water and
the ofﬁce towers – at night the views are all of twinkling lights.
The ground level has formal and informal living areas and a study or
fourth bedroom. There’s an enclosed courtyard, a pool and a deck with
those great water views. The next level up has two bedrooms and a
parents’ retreat and the top ﬂoor has another bedroom, with a huge deck,
an en suite and a walk-in wardrobe.
All levels, including the basement where there is a garage, cellar,
laundry, home theatre and a room suitable as a gym, are served by a lift.
Private sale
RT Edgar 9608 8811, Gerald Betts 0418 371 855

Or try these…

303/22 Kavanagh Street, Southbank
$1.2 million
Three bedrooms, two bathrooms and sweeping bay views are the
attraction here. City access is via the Yarra footbridges.
Private sale
Little Real Estate, Shawn White 0425 335 034

Penthouse A/182 Victoria Parade, East Melbourne
$825,000-plus
On the north-eastern edge of the city, this smart two-bedroom top-ﬂoor
apartment has views of St Patrick’s cathedral and the Dandenongs.
Private sale
Dingle Partners, Anton Wongtrakun 0419 352 888

20 Scotia Street, North Melbourne
$859,000
This warehouse conversion is set down a bluestone lane and has three
levels, with living area up the top and a garage at ground level.
Private sale
Nelson Alexander, Mark Verrocchi 0413 135 935

